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Information for American Wild Carrot



	

	Alternate Name

	

		 	
	
	Rattlesnakeweed, southwestern carrot, seedticks,rattlesnake-weed, yerba del vibora

					

	Uses

	

		 	
	
	Ethnobotanic: Native Americans ate the roots raw andcooked (Epple 1995).Medicinal: In California this species is calledrattlesnake weed, because the herbage is reputed to beefficacious in the treatment of snake bites (Moldenke1949).  A poultice of the chewed plant has beenapplied to snakebites (Moerman 1998).  A decoctionhas been used to treat colds, itches and fevers (Ibid.).

					

	Status

	

		 	
	
	Please consult the PLANTS Web site and your StateDepartment of Natural Resources for this plantscurrent status (e.g. threatened or endangered species,state noxious status, and wetland indicator values).A similar species is water parsnip (Sium suave), whichhas a corrugated main stem and leaves only oncecompound.  Bishops weed (Ammi majus) andwaterhemlock (Cicuta maculatahave white umbels, but theleaflets are not deeply serrated or carrot like.DistributionDaucus (pusillus or carota) is likely the most commonand widespread plant with white umbels growingalong Texas roadsides.  It is known from the U.S.West Coast and the southern half of the U.S.  Forcurrent distribution, please consult the Plant Profilepage for this species on the PLANTS Web site.American wild carrot requires moist, well-drained soiland prefers sandy, loamy and clay soils.  It grows bestin a sunny position and cannot tolerate shade.  Thisspecies occurs in rocky prairies, openings in woodland,and rocky open, frequently limestone, glades, andedges of bluff escarpments, sometimes along roadsidesand railroads (Steyermark 1963).Propagation by Seed: American wild carrot seeds arebest sown in the autumn.  Always aim to sow thinlyand evenly to permit adequate room for the seedlingsto grow and develop freely (Heuser 1997).  The seedswill germinate better if they are cold stratified.

					

	Cultivars

	

		 	
	
	Lee DavisUSDA, NRCS, Nacogdoches Technical OfficeThese plant materials are readily available fromReferencesAbrams, L. 1944.  Illustrated flora of the PacificStates:Washington, Oregon and California.  Vol III.Stanford University Press, Stanford, California.Davis, L. 2000.  Texas plant fact sheet: Daucuspusillus.  USDA, NRCS, Nacogdoches TechnicalOffice #2, Nacogdoches, Texas.Epple, A.O. 1995.  A field guide to the plants of.  Falcon Press, Helena, Montana.Heuser, C.W. 1997.  The complete book of plantpropagation.  The Taunton Press, Newtown,Connecticut.Moerman, D. 1998.  Native American ethnobotanyTimber Press, Portland, Oregon.Moldenke, H.N. 1949.  American wildflowers.  D. VanNostrand Company, Inc., New York, New York.Muenscher, W.C. 1955.  Weeds.  2 ed.  CornellUniversity Press, Ithaca, New York.Munz, P.A. & Keck, D.D. 1965.  A California floraUniversity of California Press, Los Angeles,California.Radford, A.E., H.E. Ahles, & C. Bell 1968.  Manual ofthe vascular flora of the Carolinas.  The University ofNorth Carolina Press, Chapel Hill, North Carolina.Steyermark, J.A. 1963.  Flora of Missouri.  The IowaState University Press, Ames, Iowa.USDA, NRCS 2000.  The PLANTS databasehttp://plants.usda.gov&#xh-5.;ttp;&#x-5.2;&#x://p;&#x-5.2;&#xlan-;.2t;&#x0.2s;&#x.u-5;&#x.2s3;&#x.7d-;.2a;&#x-1.5;&#x.g-5;&#x.2ov;&#x-5.2;.  001206.  National Plant DataCenter, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.Prepared ByLee DavisUSDA, NRCS, Nacogdoches Technical 
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